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‘18 September 1980 
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| 


jean Nel for Collection Tasking 


Director PHOTINT 
} 


Tasicing Office 


SUBJECT: Defense Heroupels pence Support Program (DRSP) 
i 
REFERENCE: D/DCI/RM Memo to TCT, Same Subject, 
dtd 17 {September 15:30 - 


1. The referenced memorandum fvas not courdinated with the PTO, and 
I do not know if other CT$ element saw it. | believe that 1t reflects 
a misunderstanding of the; intent afd the practical consequences of the 
( 
( 


DRSP in concept and the implications of the current status of the DRSP. 


2. There are, of cotirse, some Teqitimate DoD concerns about 
national support. to military opera iova’? “orces which serve as an 
impetus to this project. _ We must yecugnize also that the Secretary of 
Defense has authority and responsibil ty to moet those needs. On the 
other hand, there are many ways foy D-D to address those needs without 
undercutting the DCf resppnsibilitics and autnorities. The YRSP is not 
a benign’structure. It ig, Dy design in my opinion, a structure that 
will severely erode centréT zed mapaguien: st nsive-and 

most important element of, the natinna’—irtelligence-capabi lity.” 


a 


3. The practical chceenenee in the near term, of the DRSP will 
be to reduce the availabi EO panpowe Service NRP. The 
program offices will hava their assigned personnel and contractors 


directed to-work on optics for mositication and auymentation of national 
systems. The program offices, Cerbainly Program A, will be directed to 

use their resources to wqrk on DRSP peoposals. This wil] mean a degradation 
of the quality of in reine de operating NiQ systems, I could go on 


to spell this out in greater detaiy to cover a period of 5-H) years but 
that is not necessary. Jhe irresibtivile temptation to raid the NRO 
resources is too obvious ‘to require cetailed explanation. 


4. The other point ito note if the long-term erosion of the DCI 


authorities and the cancdapt of cenkralived .jnagemeat of the expensive 
NRO resources. 1 am not .alarme v change pec se, but T_am alarmed hy 
the_tnefficie cies and ifcreased nitions) exaense imph inthis 
proposal. The correspondence on 


His subject leaves me with the impression 
that we are simply accepting the ipevilabilizy of the DRSP as presently 
defined. This is not inévitable. | Ir can and should be resisted in its 
present form. 1 
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WARNING NOTICE 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES 
AND METHODS INVOLVED 

Peano hid inches eaten, 


«~ NRO review 
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5. “I recomend that Ine OC] be urced to purshal a major effort by 
CTS, RMS, OGC, and OLC to resist the DES. The project should be 
organized to run over a 3-6 month phrind., invoive the PRC(I) and the 
Congress, and a consideratiie investhien’. of tim: by tre DCI. 
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